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diversity is necessary to understand 
the world. 
"The All Faith Service is 
important because it acknowledges 
and celebrates the diversity that is 
so characteristic of today's world," 
Lovette-Colyer said. "As a university, 
our task is to think clearly about 
this diversity and complexity. Our 
Catholic identity calls us to engage 
constructively the world as it is, 
seeking out the relevance of the 
Christian message to all the world's 
problems and opportunities." 
The Native American Call to 
Prayer was recited in all directions as 
Michael Madrigal, a member of the 
Cahuilla Tribe from Cahuilla Indian 
Reservation located near Anza, Calif., 
circled around on the stage. According 
to senior Haley Earl-Lynn, this was her 
favorite part of the All Faith Service. 
"I am, admittedly, not the most 
religious person," Earl-Lynn said. 
"I'm glad I did come, though. It was 
a great cultural experience. Parts of 
the event were completely new to 
me, like the Native American call to 
prayer. I saw that for the first time this 
afternoon." 
Imam of the Islamic Center in 
San Diego Taha Hassane recited the 
Koran in both Arabic and English 
to the audience, while Daoist Louis 
Komjathy, professor of theology and 
religious studies, read a story called 
"The Village of Nothing-Whatsoever." 
'"The world is a sacred vessel, 
it cannot be governed,' said Tattered 
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Top left: Visitors from the Drikung Kyobpa CholingTibetan Meditation Center in Escondido, Calif, perform the "Shower of Blessings." 
Top right: Jericho Brown, professor of English, concluded the All Faith Service with his reading of the poem "The Messenger." 
Bottom left: Students enter with the flag's of numerous countries. Bottom right: Shreena Shah performs a Hindu classical dance. 
The 19th Annual All Faith Service 
focused on the themes of human 
rights and responsibilities. The event 
took place on Feb. 2 at 12:15 p.m. 
in Shiley Theatre and began and 
ended with a procession of flags from 
various countries that were carried by 
USD students. The All Faith Service 
included several presentations and 
prayers from multiple religious 
traditions including Daoism, Islam 
and Buddhism. 
The occasion included 
readings by students after the 
presentation of each faith. After these 
readings, the Founders Choir sang a 
short piece titled "Live, Love, Give, 
Love" in response. 
Vice President of Mission 
and Ministry Monsignor Daniel 
Dillabough provided the opening 
and closing addresses. He used 
these moments to speak about the 
responsibility all people share to 
provide for the rights of others and in 
the importance of celebrating religious 
diversity. 
"We come together in prayer and 
celebration and respect of religious 
traditions," Dillabough said. "The 
diversity of each tradition enriches 
every one of us. Remember whatever 
faith tradition we come from that we 
can make a difference in the world." 
Director of University Ministry 
Michael Lovette-Colyer believes 
that it is understanding this religious 
controversy, the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure Foundation, "the largest 
source of nonprofit funds dedicated 
to the fight against breast cancer in 
the world" as stated by their website, 
reversed their decision to cut funding 
to some of Planned Parenthood's 
programs. Planned Parenthood is a 
non-profit organization and provider of 
women's reproductive health services 
including breast cancer screenings. 
According to The Seattle Times, 
while conservative, religious and anti-
abortion groups applauded Komen's 
initial decision, a number of Komen 
foundation board members resigned 
in response to the decision and public 
donations to Planned Parenthood 
skyrocketed. The decision was reversed 
a mere six days later with an apology 
from the organization. 
"We want to apologize to the 
American public for recent decisions 
that cast doubt upon our commitment to 
our mission of saving women's lives," 
the foundation said in a statement. "We 
will continue to fund existing grants, 
including those of Planned Parenthood, 
and preserve their eligibility to apply 
for future grants, while maintaining the 
ability of our affiliates to make funding 
decisions that meet the needs of their 
communities." 
ABC News reported that the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation's vice 
president for public policy, Karen 
Handel, resigned on Tuesday. A pro-
life proponent, she denied involvement 
with the decision made last week to cut 
ties with Planned Parenthood in her 
resignation letter. She stated that talks 
about altering the funding to Planned 
Parenthood, had been in place before 
she joined the organization. 
"I am deeply disappointed by 
the gross mischaracterizations of 
the strategy, its rationale and my 
involvement in it," Handel said 
in her resignation letter. "I openly 
acknowledge my role in the matter and 
continue to believe our decision was 
the best one for Komen's future and 
the women we serve. However, the 
decision to update our granting model 
was made before I joined Komen, and 
the controversy related to Planned 
Parenthood has long been a concern to 
the organization. Neither the decision 
nor the changes themselves were 
based on anyone's political beliefs or 
ideology." 
By Rashmi Chugani 
As a Catholic school, USD 
undergraduate students do not generally 
see events promoting pro-choice 
activism, nor do they have immediate 
access to contraception on campus 
unless it is for certain health reasons. 
This past week, however, has seen the 
name Planned Parenthood arise in both 
campus and national news. 
USD law students heard two 
contrasting opinions about the 
constitutionality of famous abortion 
cases Feb. 2 in Warren Hall. The 
debate, between Michael Paulsen of St. 
Thomas University School of Law and 
USD School of Law professor Miranda 
McGowan, revolved around the ruling 
of the 1992 Supreme Court case 
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania v. Casey. 
According to the Cornell 
University Legal Information Institute, 
the case debated whether or not a 
state can require women seeking 
abortions to obtain informed consent, 
obtain parental consent if they are 
minors and be required to wait 24 
hours to have an abortion. These three 
criteria were penned in Pennsylvania, 
keeping in mind that the state cannot 
infringe upon women's right to 
abortions as guaranteed by Roe v. 
Wade. The Supreme Court's ruling 
reaffirmed Roe, but it kept the majority 
of the Pennsylvania provisions. 
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania v. Casey created "undue 
burden" referring specifically to the 
balance between the state's and the 
woman's interests. 
The law school debate asked 
specifically whether the ruling in this 
court case was "the worst constitutional 
decision of all time." First to give his 
point of view was Paulsen. He quickly 
surveyed the top-ten worst Supreme 
Court decisions that date back to the 
early years of the country. While doing 
so, he made clear that he had four 
criteria for a "bad" Supreme Court 
decision, the most important being that 
the ruling "intentionally propagates 
errors" in the judicial system. His list of 
the worst decisions included the ruling 
of Planned Parenthood of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania v. Casey. 
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"It is the worst Supreme Court 
decision of our era," Paulsen said. 
He explained its reaffirmation 
of Roe v. Wade, a ruling that also 
made his list of the top ten worst case 
decisions. Citing the moral atrocities 
that can occur from the propagation of 
abortions, he explained that the ruling 
in Planned Parenthood of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania v. Casey violated the 
decision of the state of Pennsylvania 
to enforce some of the provisions, 
including informed consent and spousal 
notification, of the 1982 Pennsylvania 
Abortion Control Act. This legislation 
sparked the noted case and the act was 
eventually undermined by the Supreme 
Court ruling. 
McGowan then rebutted these 
claims. Her main argument to refute 
Paulsen was that if the ruling were 
overruled tomorrow, the, vast amount 
of U.S. abortions would still be legal. 
It, therefore, cannot be the worst 
constitutional decision of all time, as the 
debate suggests. McGowan then stated 
that the time in which the abortions are 
induced, whether early or late, does not 
affect the extent of their morality. 
"Casey doesn't cause terrible 
consequences," McGowan said. "Both 
methods of abortion are disgusting." 
Law students were treated to 
dissenting opinions regarding a 
very controversial subject. Abortion 
continues to be an issue that is also 
debated at universities and in Congress. 
It leads to other questions as well, such 
as the role of contraception to decrease 
the number of abortions. 
In fact, President Barack Obama's 
administration included in its health 
care plan a requirement for health 
insurance plans to provide free 
contraceptives for women. As stated by 
The New York Times, Obama rejected 
the exemption sought after by the 
Roman Catholic Church on Jan. 20, 
but gave these institutions an additional 
year, up to Aug. 2013 to adhere to this 
Sylvia Choi/The Vista 
requirement. His rejection confirms 
the decision that the new health care 
law entails all hospitals, charities 
and universities, including those 
that identify as Catholic, to provide 
contraceptives. 
USD's Catholic identity prevents 
the distribution of contraceptive 
methods to most of its students from 
the on-campus student health center. 
It is only under special, medical 
circumstances that students may receive 
birth control pills. 
"In congruence with the university's 
affiliation with the Catholic Church and 
its ideology, the SHC does not provide 
condoms or prescribe contraception," 
said Health Center Director Pamela 
Sikes. "However, hormone therapy in 
the form of contraceptive pills may be 
prescribed for medical conditions such 
as acne, painful or irregular periods, or 
other situations that may benefit from 
hormone therapy." 
In a more recent, national 
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By Nazin Sedehi 
I promised to discuss something 
wacky and sort of science-y this week 
so here we go. Unlike, my friend in the 
Opinion section who is hating on this 
technology, I think it's utterly fabulous 
and I'll tell you why. 
In this week's news, some 
scientists are trying their hands at 
mind-reading or "tracking the brain's 
response to sounds and then translating 
the activity back into the words people 
heard," according to Time Magazine. 
Yup, I think I just -nailed that wacky 
criterion. 
In a new study reported in PLos 
Biology, researchers focused on a 
group of 15 epilepsy and brain tumor 
patients. These patients were already 
scheduled to undergo brain surgery to 
treat their seizures. Researchers placed 
electrodes on various areas of the 
cortex of the brains of the participants 
in order to see where their seizures 
were occurring. 
The group reported that they 
were able to identify words with 89% 
accuracy. The hope is that doctors in the 
future will be able to still understand 
and communicate with patients who 
cannot speak due to any number of 
reasons and disorders. It's scary to 
think of the sheer number of medical 
errors that can occur in situations 
where the patients are unable to speak. 
It's even possible that if the 
researchers can figure . out what 
sounds and words people hear, they 
will eventually be able to interpret 
"thought speak" or imagined speech. 
In other words, it may be possible to 
understand what a person is trying to 
say just by looking at scans of their 
brain activity. However, it is not clear 
if imagined speech and sounds involve 
the same brain regions that actual 
speech and sounds involve. 
"From a prosthetic view, people 
who have speech disorders...could 
possibly have a prosthetic device when 
they can't speak but they can imagine 
what they want to say," senior author of 
the study, Robert Knight of University 
of California, Berkeley, told the BBC. 
I am still surprised by all of the 
things that scientists have found ways 
to research. It's also amazing to see 
how far science has come form this 
perspective. Attempting to figure 
out human speech from a brain scan 
sounds like science fiction or a comic 
book superhero's special ability, 
especially when one considers the 
complexity of language. But science 
like this is demonstrating its own 
degree of complexity. 
In other mind-reading news, the 
San Francisco International Airport 
must have heard all of the really 
convoluted and desperate-for-real-
sleep thoughts I was thinking after 
spending most of my intersession 
in airports (I definitely didn't plan 
the sequence of the locations I was 
traveling to like I should have). The 
airport has recently revealed its new 
yoga room, the world's first yoga 
studio to be built in an airport. It is 
decked out with all of the glorious 
yoga trimmings: mirrored walls, chairs 
and yoga mats. 
According to NY Daily News, no 
shoes, food, drinks or cellphones are 
allowed inside of the yoga room. A 
sign is also posted outside of the room 
that encourages the room to be silent. 
It's intended for use by travelers who 
wish to relieve stress and relax while 
flying. Obviously, this airport has 
read my mind. I can come to no other 
conclusion. Though I claim to do no 
yoga, I would have loved to use (read: 
sleep in) a room where one could 
possibly attempt to lie down without 
having to accommodate the armrests 
of two other airport chairs. And your 
neighbor's carry-on. I, personally, 
cannot wait until I somehow have a 
connecting flight out of San Francisco. 
Of course, I can see the first 
problem with this idea. Some people 
do not wear watches, and cell phone 
usage is not allowed inside. One (read: 
probably I) would become so relaxed 
and zen and sleepy that there would 
be a very strong possibility of missing 
the long-awaited flight. It's time for 
the airport to read my mind again and 
install a clock. 
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Photos courtesy of Nick Abadilla 
Left: Louis Komjathy, professor of religious studies, shares a Daoist story titled "The Village of Nothing-Whatsoever," a discussion of the importance of religious practice. 
Right: Founder's Choir sings during opening and closing portions of USD's All Faith Service. 
Members of community share faith 
FAITH, continued from Front Page 
Simplicity to Disturbed Mind. 'Follow 
along with things the way you are, 
make no opinion of yourself, than the 
world will be governed,"' Komjathy 
read. 
Rabbi Nadav Caine, rabbi at Ner 
Tamid Synagogue in Poway, compared 
one's relationship with God to that of 
a spouse in his reading of a passage. 
"When we get married we take 
on responsibilities," Caine said. "You 
truly come to love over time, you 
come to love what they love. I now 
love in-laws I never thought I would 
love. I love hearing 80's music being 
played constantly." 
The service continued with a 
Buddhist chant called "Shower of 
Blessings" that was performed by 
three visitors from Drikung Kyobpa 
Choing Tibetan Meditation Center in 
Escondido. The last performance was 
a Hindu classical dance dedicated to 
the Hindu god Ganesha titled "Bhoomi 
Mangalam" by Shreena Shah, a senior 
at Scripps Ranch High School. Jericho 
Brown, professor of English, finished 
the All Faith Service with a reading of 
the poem "The Messenger" by Mary 
Oliver. 
"As a Catholic university, it is 
an important tradition to begin each 
semester with a vibrant, inclusive, 
community-wide prayer," Lovette-
Colyer said. "The All Faith Service 
begins the spring semester with a 
celebration of the diverse religious 
traditions and cultures present on 
our campus and in the world. These 
celebrations remind us that we are 
not solo practitioners; instead, our 
work and our lives are intertwined, 
and we have responsibilities to 
one another as members of one 
community. My favorite part is seeing 
the mix of students, faculty, staff 
and administrators in attendance and 
experiencing a real sense of unity 
across our busy campus community." 
Anniversary update of the Middle East 
It has been one year since the 
eruption of the "Arab Spring." In 
order to get an update about the main 
happenings of the region within the 
last year and what is important to 
stay caught up with, the news editor, 
Nazin Sedehi, spoke with Professor 
of Practice, Human Secruity and 
Peacebuilding Necla Tschirgi. 
Nazin Sedehi: Let's start last 
year when the "Arab Spring" was just 
beginning. What were you thinking 
then? 
Necla Tschirgi: When the Arab 
Spring broke out last year we hosted 
a meeting here at USD immediately 
on Feb. 3. Many of us were worried, 
especially those of us who are from 
the region as I am. I am from Turkey 
originally. The Egyptian uprising had 
started and it looked like [former 
Egyptian president] Mubarak was 
very strong and would not go 
anywhere and we had no idea how the 
whole thing in Egypt would unravel. 
At that presentation, it was [Professor 
of Politcal Science] Avi Speigel and 
I who talked and about 200 students 
showed up. The number of students 
who are interested in world affairs 
may not seem obvious when you 
look at the campus but the turnout 
was really great. I started with the 
following paradoxical statement, 'the 
crisis was inevitable but it caught 
us entirely but surprise.' There were 
deep-rooted fundamental conditions 
that had led to the uprising throughout 
the Arab world. I had serious concerns 
that the uprisings could lead to two 
different outcomes. One being that the 
regimes would crush them violently 
because they are very autocratic 
and strong. The other being that the 
uprising would suceed. On Feb. 3, 
2011 we had no idea. Mubarak fell 
on Feb. 11, 2011. It was a very quick, 
unexpected development. 
NS: What would you say have 
been the most influential occurrences 
in the region over the last year? 
NT: In the year since then so 
much has happened and one can't 
generalize because there are too many 
different strands. The conditions 
were so unsustainbale for the long 
haul in Syria, Yemen, Lybia and in 
the Gulf countries. We really had 
no idea how it would play out in the 
different countries and it has played 
out very differently in the different 
countries. On one hand, Tunisia is 
on a much more stable path, it has 
had elections, it seems to be on track 
to leading to greater liberalization. 
We have Egypt which remains a 
particularly problematic country 
because the military remains in power 
and the Mubarak regime has not been 
dismantled even though they have had 
parliamentary elections. The Islamists 
have won with overhwelming 
majority. But neither the Islamists 
or the military are particulary 
responsive to the demands on the 
street, pariculary the demands of the 
young people. Egypt is an unknown. 
How the whole thing will play out 
in Egypt is very problematic. There 
are good signs like the push back by 
the street against the military. It's 
encouraging but one year from now 
we may be having a very different 
conversation. Libya of course was a 
total surprise with the intervention by 
the international actors and the fall of 
[former Libyan ruler] Qaddafi. Libya 
is now in a very delicate situation. 
They are still not out of hte woods in 
•terms of a posible collapse into civil 
war. Yemen is a total enigma. The 
fact is that its president, Saleh, was 
forced to relinquish power but he still 
seems intent on ruling the country 
in some capacity or another. And the 
streets are boiling, people are out in 
huge numbers. This phenomenon is 
quite difficult to understand and it is 
quite admirable. The people are out 
on the streets knowing the personal 
risks to themselves. They are taking 
thier lives into their hands every 
time they go into streets. I have the 
most concern for Syria. Peoeple have 
been mobilized in huge numbers 
all over the country. The regime in 
the other cases like Egypt, Tunisia, 
Yemen and Lybia, have fallen. Syria 
is the only regime left standing. Its 
internal dynamic is very different, 
it's really hard to predict what will 
happen. Some people will argue 
that it's bound to collapse sooner or 
later. But that makes a big difference. 
It's been reported that more than 
5,000 have died so far. Whether 
international pressure from the Arab 
league will lead to significant change 
in the approach of the regime to the 
demonstrations or it will lead to a civil 
war is still difficult to tell. 
NS: How do you think all of this 
turmoil in the Middle East is relevant 
to the lives of USD students? 
NT: It means a lot of things for 
us. First of all, I think the Arab world 
as a whole was caught in a timewarp. 
Other parts of the wold liberalized 
and democratized like Latin America, 
Eastern Europe, Africa and China. 
They had a lot of internal renovation, 
change and reform. They were 
going going through periods of 
rejuvenation and change. Meanwhile, 
the Arab world was stuck under 
aging authoritarian regimes. There 
was a sense of fatalism, a sense of 
'we're stuck' prevailed. It was a 
real timewarp. The only news that 
came from the Arab world was the 
Palestinian-Israeli problem, but the 
world didn't pay a lot of attention 
to the Middle East, except for oil of 
course. Now the Arab world is going 
through fundamental transformations 
of historic proportions that willl 
have serious impacts on the rest of 
world. Firstly, because of dependency 
on oil from the region. Secondly, 
because these regimes have been 
predominantly pro-West and have 
been supported by Western countries. 
The new regimes are not likely to 
be have similar foreign policies. 
Relations with Israel will be different, 
they will be more responsive to public 
pressures. We can expect a decade 
of upheaval in the Middle East. We 
have to pay close attention to it. It 
will inevitably involve American 
foreign policy and world economic 
recovery. Closer to home, we have 
a large number of students studying 
there or with backgrounds from there. 
We should encourage USD students 
to pay close attention to what happens 
there and be critical of what they read 
in daily newspapers. There's a lot of 
bias and misinformation about the 
Middle East, the Muslim world. 
Sylvia Choi/The Vista 





February 1 - February 6 
January 30, 2012 
Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA 
At 8:06 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon investigation, 
the fire alarm activated due to burnt food.There was no sign of fire in the 
area and no damage occurred. 
January 31, 2012 
Location: JENNY CRAIG PAVILION 
At 5:03 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. Upon 
investigation, an unknown person removed a student's wallet from a 
secured locker on Jan. 31 between 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. 
February 1, 2012 
Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER 
At 10:02 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. Upon 
investigation, an unknown person removed six water bottles from pallets 
stored outside of the University Center between Jan. 31 at 1:00 p.m. and 
Feb. 1 at 8:00 a.m. 
v February 1, 2012 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 9:38 Public Safety responded to a report of possible marijuana use. 
Upon investigation, one student was cited for possession of marijuana 
and minor in possession of alcohol and another student was cited for 
minor in possession of alcohol. 
February 2, 2012 
Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE 
At 8:06 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon investigation, 
the fire alarm activated due to burnt food. There was no sign of smoke 
or fire in the area and no damage occurred. 
February 5, 2012 
Location: FOUNDERS HALL 
At 1:52 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an intoxicated 
student. Upon investigation, one student was determined to be unable 
to care for herself and she was transported to detox. 
February 6, 2012 
Location: JENNY CRAIG PAVILION 
At 10:45 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. Upon 
investigation, an unknown person removed an employee's iPod from 
her unsecured vehicle on Jan. 28 between 9:00 and 9:30 p.m. 
Anyone having information regarding these incidents is 
encouraged to contact Public Safety at (619)260-7777. 
Alcala Bazaar in UC Forums 
By Allison Schneider 
The University Center will over-
w with extracurricular opportuni-
s during dead hours today as various 
mpus clubs and organizations partici-
te in the Alcala Bazaar. 
The Bazaar, held once per semes-
, provides students a chance to get ac-
ainted with new ways to get involved 
campus. From the Microfinance 
ub to Outdoor Adventures, students 
11 be able to talk with organization 
jresentatives and, if they're lucky, 
ag a treat or two from those groups 
10 know that a best way to students' 
arts is through their stomachs. 
The Bazaar is a beneficial event for 
students, but it is especially useful 
: newer students who perhaps are not 
t aware of all of the organizations and 
portunities offered on campus. 
"The Alcala Bazaar was definite-
helpful for me, because it exposed 
i to the opportunities that we have 
campus that otherwise I might not 
ve known about," freshman Lindsey 
Phipps said. 
According to Director of Student 
Organizations Micah Martinez, there 
are 162 active organizations on campus, 
and an estimated 70 to 80 of them are 
registered for this year's Bazaar. Fur­
thermore, over 2,400 USD students are 
involved in extracurricular activities. 
"The Alcala Bazaar is important to 
have at USD, because it is one of the 
best ways that new and old students can 
get introduced to not only new friends 
and new organizations but also to the 
vast diversity contained by USD," Mar­
tinez said. 
Martinez hopes that the Bazaar will 
help student organizations kick-start 
2012 by reaching out to interested new 
members. 
"I'm looking forward to having all 
the organizations pumped up and ex­
cited for the coming semester," he said. 
Last year's spring semester Bazaar 
was interrupted by a fire alarm, forcing 
students to briefly evacuate the UC. 
Today's Alcala Bazaar will be held 
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By Anna von Bertrab 
The Valentine's Day column has 
arrived. The dreaded column. 
1 completely understand that 
many highly anticipate Valentine's 
Day and enjoy the day with their sig­
nificant others, engaging in romantic 
activities during the fun-loving eve­
ning, eating chocolate and what not. 
But not all, like myself, like it that 
much. 
1 am not going to bash on the 
day. It can be the best and the worst 
or simply the most tumultuous day in 
the calendar. 
It is that awkward day when 
guys pretend it's not THAT day. They 
all of a sudden develop a selective 
memory in the days before Valen­
tine's and begin to ignore the girl they 
are seeing, talking to or dating out of 
self-fabricated fears of commitment 
to one girl through a cute Valentine's 
celebration. It is just a date, not a mar­
riage proposal. 
Guys, don't be scared. A date just 
means spending time with a person 
at a designated time and place. You 
don't have to be girlfriend and boy­
friend. Just a particular interest is nec­
essary. 
I understand it's not for every­
one. Guys don't like to be expected 
to do something romantic for a girl on 
an arbitrary date on the calendar. 
You can take the cynical ap­
proach and critique the mass com­
mercialization of the day. The forced 
spontenaity of this fabricated cultural 
ritual can either become a nexus of 
exhaltaion or utter dissapointment. 
However, you can honor your 
mother 365 days a year, but there is 
a set day to express your gratitude 
towards her, Mother's Day. Another 
cultural expectation is Thanksgiving. 
You could have family reunions any 
other day of the year, but specifically 
that day is traditionaly linked to fam­
ily gatherings. 
Regardless of cultural expecta­
tions or preconvived notions of the 
day, going on a date could be a good 
way to pass the time. Go on a date 
with someone you are interested in to 
simply enjoy each other's company. 
Use it as a casual excuse to see the 
girl you like and tell her flat out that 
it is just a date so she doesn't begin 
to create a fantasy romance with you. 
I am here simply promoting dates 
and going out on a Valentine's date 
even if it is on a Tuesday night. Take 
advantage of it. Why wouldn't you? 
Now let's delve into the business 
of dating. Oh wait, that's prostitution. 
The oldest profession for women. 
Never mind, I won't expand on it see­
ing as this is a Catholic university and 
it is kind of illegal. 
Now, guys, if you aren't buying 
the date idea, that's cool. Just go about 
doing whatever you do on an average 
Tuesday night: play video games, eat 
dinner in front of the TV, go to the 
gym or maybe even do homework. 
Maybe you aren't missing out on 
much, or maybe you are missing out 
on what you haven't tried yet. 
Girls, if the guy you like doesn't 
ask you on a date, don't fret. Plan a 
party or small get-together with all 
your friends. Have a Galantine's Day. 
Most of all, don't be disappoint­
ed. Just remember that being alone on 
Valentine's Day is no different than 
being alone on any other day of your 
life. 
After experiencing three, going 
on four Valentine's Days in college, I 
can say that they all have been fairly 
mediocre. Planned a party freshman 
year and did not get written up: #win-
ning. Sophomore year, a bird pooped 
on me as I was walking in Retiro park 
in Madrid on my way to a Chinese 
New Years Celebration. Random. Ju­
nior year, I don't even recall what I 
did. Must have been an average day 
unworthy of recollection. 
Now senior year, I will be spend­
ing my Valentine's Day in The Vista 
office editing your next week's paper. 
If any USD guy (preferably se­
nior) out there is bold enough to take 
me out on a Valentine's date, I will be 
here on the fourth floor of the SLP. I 
should be finished at around 8 p.m. I 
love adventures like night hikes, beach 
strolls, moonlight kayaking, bonfires 
at the beach, et cetera. (Anna)stly, this 
is a shameless auto-self-promotion to 
get a Valentine's date, because I like 
going out on dates. 
USD student receives $10,000 scholarship from CREW 
Kelly Ness awarded grant given to only ten women nationwide 
By Nicole Younger 
Congratulations are in order for 
senior Kelly Ness who was recently 
awarded a $10,000 scholarship from 
the Commercial Real Estate Women 
Network. CREW is a network dedi­
cated to influencing the success of 
the commercial real estate industry 
by advancing the achievements of 
women. 
The highly-competitive scholar­
ship that Ness received is awarded to 
only 10 women across the nation each 
year. 
The scholarship process consist­
ed of an online application, and writ­
ing an essay about her future career 
goals describing past community ser­
vice, awards and job experience. Fac­
ulty at USD, including Walt Heinecke 
and John Demas, graciously wrote 
Ness letters of recommendation. 
Ness learned about the scholar­
ship opportunity from Annie Grand, 
the Student and Alumni Services 
Manager for the School of Business 
at USD. 
"Kelly takes full advantage of the 
opportunities that USD and the Burn-
ham-Moores Center provide," Grand 
said, "which makes her such a suc­
cessful student and very marketable 
to employers." 
Ness attributes some of her suc­
cess thus far to the faculty and staff 
at USD's Burnham Moores Center. 
"They are always encouraging real 
estate students to take advantage of 
every opportunity," Ness said. "They 
constantly have our best interest in 
mind and are always available to of­
fer valuable advice that enables us to 
pursue our goals." 
USD's Burhham-Moores Center 
prides itself on maximizing students' 
opportunities to get involved directly 
in the real estate industry and encour­
ages them to apply for scholarships 
such as the one Ness received. 
The money that Ness received 
from the scholarship will go directly 
to tuition for her senior year. Ness 
jokingly said that when she found out 
she had been selected for the award, 
she immediately called her parents 
and told them that she was going to be 
"the favorite over [her] two sisters." 
After college, Ness plans to pur­
sue a career in commercial real estate. 
She has had multiple internships in 
the past that ultimately helped her re­
alize that her true passion lies in com­
mercial real estate. 
Additionally, she is staying moti­
vated this last semester of her senior 
year by involving herself in one last 
internship before she hits the real 
world. Ness says she wants to be as 
prepared as possible for when she 
graduates. 
Pros and Cons of the Business School 
Olin Hall weighs in with the best and worst it has to offer 
By Deirdre Grecco The USD School of Business has reached a high ranking of No. 36 for its 
undergraduate program, recently voted 
by Bloomberg Business Week. As the busi­
ness school continues to grow in popu­
larity, the Vista decided to investigate the 
pros and cons of increasing technology 
and professors by talking with numerous 
students to get a comprehensive outlook 
on the matter. Investing in either technol­
ogy or professors, the business school 
can takes a few suggestions below. 
TECHNOLOGY v§ PROFESSORS 
INCREASING TECHNOLOGY INCREASING PROFFESORS 
PRO: Dual-boot computers that can run on 
Windows or Mac would offer students flexibility 
and convenience 
PRO: More classes would be available to students, 
so waitlists would hopefully disappear 
PRO: As increased technology would make the 
business school more modernized, it could 
potentially attract new students to the Business 
school. 
PRO: Smaller class sizes 
PRO: More interactive classroom setting PRO: Broader range of subjects may lead to the 
emergence of new classes 
PRO: Help better prepare students for the "rear 
world 
PRO: More choices for advisor 
PRO: Increased usability for programs such as 
Microsoft Excel, which the workforce uses 
constantly 
PRO: Experienced professors in his/her own field 
will allow students to get a better real-world 
perspective of what they are learning 
CON: Professors may be able to access and restrict 
students' online activity 
CON: Will cost more 
CON: Multi-tasking decreases ability to learn CON: Limited space 
CON: Distraction is likely to occur CON: More competition for tenure 
CON: Technology such as Smart Boards can be 
complicated to use 
CON: More adjunct professors could create 
instability 
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By Anna von Bertrab 
1. Univision and ABC collaborate to create a cable news 
channel. 
The partnership would give Univision an English-
language foothold and would give ABC a cable outlet to 
compete with MSNBC and Fox News. 
2. California same-sex marriage ban deemed 
unconstitutional. 
A federal appeals court declared California's same-sex 
marriage ban to be unconstitutional, putting the voter-approvec|l 
law in consideration for a U.S. Supreme Court hearing. 
3. Coca-Cola profits decrease, but sales rise as the 
company moves into emerging markets. 
Even though it's earning fell 71 percent, the Atlanta-
based company has surpassed analysts' estimates by 5 
percent as Coke's teas and juices boost sales in Japan, China 
and India. 
4. Brazil privatizes airports. 
Brazil raised $14 billion to privatize three major airports, 
hoping to speed the modernization of the soon-to-be 
overcrowded hubs resulting from its hosting of the 2014 World 
Cup and 2016 Olympic Games. 
5. Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany, supports 
Nicolas Sarkozy in French presidential race. 
Merkel's risky move has upset German opposition and 
could damage French-German ties. A greater threat is posed 
by Sarkozy's Socialist challenger, Francis Hollande. 
6. Greek workers strike against austerity plans. 
The country's foreign creditors are demanding Greece 
to take drastic austerity measures in exchange for a second 
bailout of $170 billion. Without this bail, the country would 
suffer catastrophic consequences. 
7. Wal-Mart expanding into Canada. 
The retail giant is to invest $753 million to establish its 
presence in Canada rivaling Target, which will not open in 
Canada until 2013. 
8. U.S. job openings rise by 258,000. 
The biggest gain since Feb. 2001, the increase in job 
openings since December shows employers are gaining 
confidence in the economy. 
9. Possible new products from Apple in the works 
Speculative talks of an Apple television, iPad 3 and 
iPhone 5 to be released possibly in 2012. 
10. Google removes content in India. 
Google Inc. headquarters in New Delhi pulled 
controversial content from its Indian services results in legal 
drama over web censorship. 
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Occupy Oakland: too much? 
By Mike Kowalski 
Before the Occupy movement can 
win its battle against Big Business it 
must first defend against the assault 
from Big Media. All protest move­
ments eventually find themselves on 
the wrong side of the popular narrative, 
and Occupy is by no means an excep­
tion. 
The narrative now focuses on Oc­
cupy Oakland, which stands accused 
of wanton violence and property de­
struction that runs counter to the move­
ment's stated principles of nonvio­
lence. 
Mainstream news media reported 
that Oakland Police fired less-than-
lethal munitions at protesters after a 
group threw objects at police and broke 
into City Hall and burned an American 
flag. 
Images shown on major networks 
focused around a group of protesters 
with homemade shields and on other 
protesters lobbing objects at the police. 
According to eyewitnesses and citizen 
journalists, however, this is a misrepre­
sentation of events. 
According to La Mar Williams III, 
a San Diego-based writer and activist, 
the events described by mainstream 
news occurred in the opposite order. 
When the "Move-in Day" march be­
gan, the Oakland Police Department 
redirected the marchers away from the 
abandoned building they planned to 
transform into a social center. 
"When we attempted again to take 
over the building, fOPD] launched 
some flashbangs at the crowd, and 
then the activists with shields went up 
front," Williams said. "Then they let 
loose with tear gas, but some of the 
canisters were thrown back." 
Footage posted on Livestream. 
com shows that most of the objects 
thrown were indeed tear gas canis­
ters, but Williams says rocks were also 
thrown. 
"It was a really small group of 
people who were throwing things, but 
they were buying time for those affect­
ed by tear gas and the injured to get out 
of there." 
The march continued for several 
more hours until the protesters were 
trapped near Telegraph Avenue and 
19th Street. It was not until this mo­
ment that OPD gave the crowd a dis­
persal order. 
"There were women with children 
who were trying to get out," Williams 
said. "But the police in riot gear would 
not let them. They were then subjected 
to more tear gas with the rest of the 
group." 
Having pushed the crowd into a 
state of panic, OPD followed the group 
further down Telegraph Ave. as some 
managed to escape through a parking 
garage. The remaining marchers were 
forced onto Broadway by a sudden ad­
vance of riot police and cornered by a 
nearby YMCA. 
A few hundred marchers were 
forced into a "kettle" with riot police 
on all sides, and none were allowed to 
leave. Over a bullhorn, an officer gave 
an unusual declaration: "You are under 
arrest. Submit to your arrest." 
Several journalists bearing cre­
dentials were not allowed to leave, in-
r 
c g "Mother Jones" reporter Gavin 
Aronsen. 
"As soon as it became clear that I 
would be kettled with the protesters," 
Aronsen said. "I displayed my press 
credentials to a line of officers and 
asked where to stand to avoid arrest. 
In past protests, the technique always 
proved successful. But this time, no of­
ficer said a word. One pointed back in 
the direction of the protesters, refusing 
to let me leave. Another issued a notice 
that everyone in the area was under ar­
rest." 
Not long after OPD arrested the 
400 demonstrators and six credentialed 
journalists caught inside the kettle, a 
small group of outraged protesters who 
managed to escape arrest retaliated by 
breaking into and vandalizing City Hall 
and burning a flag — events that remain 
the focal point of most coverage of the 
events of Jan. 28. 
People who learned about the 
events through major news networks 
may agree with Oakland Mayor Jean 
Quan when she said, "The Bay Area 
Occupy movement has got to stop us­
ing Oakland as their playground," be­
fore announcing plans to push for an 
ordinance that would ban a number of 
activists from parts of Oakland. 
Many might accuse the movement 
of "going too far" if it does not enforce 
universal nonviolence in its ranks. This 
highlights an ongoing debate among 
the diverse group of citizens and activ­
ists taking part in the Occupy move­
ment: that of defining violence. Is any 
act of aggression or force violent? If 
so, who is more violent: the protesters 
throwing objects and destroying prop­
erty, or the police shooting at peaceful 
protesters? 
It also begs the ongoing question 
of whether Occupy is a movement for 
reform or for revolution. Should the 
movement continue to oppose the sys­
tem and traditional forms of power or 
seek to dismantle them? 
"We could have done better as a 
group than to throw things at the cops, 
Cathy Nguyen/TheVista 
but seeing the shields out there was re­
ally empowering," Williams said. "Just 
knowing that there were people willing 
to protect others from police violence 
and not just letting them be sitting 
ducks for the cops." 
Five days after the mass arrests, 
the topic of a "statement of solidarity" 
with Occupy Oakland came under vig­
orous discussion at Occupy San Diego 
in Civic Center Plaza. 
Some participants voiced concerns 
about how to express solidarity with 
the activists in Oakland and the prob­
lem is a finding a way to reaffirm non­
violent principles without condemning 
the idea of resisting police violence. 
Others expressed that a statement 
of solidarity was necessary in any case 
in order to defend Occupy Oakland 
from what they believe is an intention­
al political effort to discredit the efforts 
of the Occupy movement. A resolution 
has not yet been reached. So far, the 
political effort to discredit the move­
ment has succeeded in dividing it. 
Chrysler's ad sparks controversy 
By Lauren Vujovich 
Chrysler-Group/Flickr CC 
Chrysler's advertisment featuring Clint Eastwood sparks debate as people question a 
political undertone. 
turned the mood somber. 
The commercial was for Chrys­
ler, but many people question whether 
or not cars were the only things being 
advertised. Many are angered at what 
they consider to be underlying political 
undertone in what seems to be a pro-
Obama advertisement. 
"It's halftime in America, too," 
Eastwood said in the advertisement. 
"People are out of work, and they're 
hurting. And they're all wondering 
what they're going to do to make a 
comeback. And we're all scared be-
"It's halftime." 
These were the first words heard 
er Madonna finished her perfor-
ince while the New York Giants and 
w England Patriots were off in the 
:ker room discussing how to come 
;k strong in the last two quarters dur-
; the Super Bowl this past Sunday. 
As Eastwood's raspy voice echoed 
ough the ears of Americans across 
: nation, it was these two words that 
cause this isn't a game. The people of 
Detroit know a little something about 
this. They almost lost everything. But 
we all pulled together, now Motor City 
is fighting again." 
Eastwood discussed how America 
is in its own "halftime" of sorts. East­
wood then took the analogy one step 
further and stated that America is mak­
ing a comeback. Eastwood's inspira­
tional message played while footage 
of the people and city of Detroit rolls 
across the screen. Also shown were the 
factories and workers who are all work­
ing together for the same means: to get 
to a better America. 
However, some people felt that 
the advertisement was more than just 
a commercial aimed to raise the spir­
its of the public. Many believe that it 
is a political movement geared by the 
Obama administration in order to show 
the country that we should not dispel 
Obama, because the game has only just 
begun, and we have a whole half left in 
which a lot can change. 
Moments after the commercial 
aired, Twitter bustled with people ex­
pressing their thoughts on the political 
aspects of the commercial, and it wasn't 
just one party commenting. Democrats 
were eager to praise the renewed sense 
of hope offered by the commercial, 
while Republicans saw it as endorsing 
the auto bailout. 
The day after the commercial 
aired, USA Today featured a cover ad 
featuring Eastwood and the words "It's 
Halftime America" in place of the nor­
mal front page news. 
With all of this suspicion of po­
litical undertone circling, it is hard to 
know what is simply an advertisement 
for a car and what is an advertisement 
with a political agenda. According to 
CNN, Eastwood said in a recent inter­
view with Fox News that there was no 
political message involved whatsoever. 
"There is no spin in that ad. On this 
I am certain," Eastwood said. "I am cer­
tainly not politically affiliated with Mr. 
Obama. 
It was meant to be a message about 
job growth and the spirit of America. I 
think all politicians will agree with it.... 
If Obama or any other politician wants 
to run with the spirit of that ad, go for 
it." 
When it comes to advertising, the 
truth is something that is hard to find. 
Another thing that is unclear about ad­
vertising is motive. Does Chrysler just 
want good publicity? Are they trying to 
support a political candidate, or do they 
simply hope to lift the spirits of Ameri­
cans? 
Regardless of what the advertise­
ment is actually trying to be, whether 
it is a political message or just a feel­
good publicity act, one thing is certain. 
It caught America's attention, got them 
talking and let them know that it is not 
yet time to count their losses. 
In the words of Clint Eastwood, 
"Yeah, it is halftime America. And our 
second half is about to begin." 
Technology 
is going too 
far 
By Lauren Vujovich 
Our world is constantly looking 
for the next big thing, and typically 
the next big thing has to do with some 
technological advancement. Whether 
it be the latest smartphone, faster 
computers or a new video game, the 
industrial world is constantly creating 
new items that we desire. 
But when do we draw the line? 
Recent news claims that scien­
tists are working on creating a type of 
surgical wiretapping through which 
they are able to translate the electri­
cal signals that the brain sends out 
into words by implanting a chip into 
a person's head. 
In layman's terms, scientists 
have had success with implanting 
computer chips into a person's brain, 
which can pick up the brain waves 
and create words from the signals that 
can then be spoken by a computer. 
During these test runs it was reported 
that the chips were relaying the words 
back with 89 percent accuracy and 
could create sentences, even though 
they weren't always deemed "clearly 
intelligible." 
The scientists hope that these 
chips can one day be used to help pa­
tients who are no longer able to speak 
because of strokes or other mishaps. 
I only have one thing to say: this 
is just weird. Don't get me wrong; in 
theory this is a very good idea that 
could potentially help some patients 
communicate with their family and 
loved ones, but really, how do we 
know that the use of this technology 
is going to stop there? 
Soon enough, smartphone us­
ers are going to want to have some 
form of this technology accessible to 
them so that they do not have to text 
their friends anymore or use popular 
devices such as Siri, the iPhone voice 
program. Now one would simply 
have to think, and that thought would 
come across the screen. 
Our society continues to become 
more and more lazy in communica­
tion with one another due to devel­
opments like texting and Facebook 
which allow users to hide behind a 
screen and not have to fully own up 
to what they are saying as much as 
they do when speaking face to face. 
This new chip will only add to the 
problem. 
People will no longer feel the 
need to actively engage in conver­
sation when they have the option to 
think things instead and still have the 
opportunity for what they have to say 
be heard. This wrongly takes away 
the basic human interaction that is a 
very important part of life. 
Soon people's thoughts won't be 
seen as private spaces in which they 
are independently able to sort things 
out by themselves inside their very 
own minds. Even if the device isn't 
technically "on," it is still there, so 
who is to say it couldn't easily be 
tapped into? 
Personal thoughts are extremely 
private and very important in reflect­
ing on the day's events or letting off 
steam. Your head is the place you can 
say things that you could never voice 
out loud due to thoughts being im­
proper, rude, stupid, or whatever the 
case may be. Yet with this technol­
ogy, that option could soon be lost. 
Furthermore, who is to say that 
this intelligence won't get used for 
wrongdoing? If soldiers are captured 
overseas and enemies want to know 
our country's secrets, all they have to 
do is implant a chip into the captive 
and ask questions. Willingly or not, 
the answers will be thought, and soon 
private information can be stolen. 
This computer chip takes away 
people's ability to literally think for 
themselves and creates a world that 
is driven too much by technology and 
computers. Individuals should not 
need to rely on such devices so exten­
sively, for in the end, we risk losing 
basic interactions with others. 
In theory, this chip is a great 
idea to help bridge the horrible gap 
between those unable to speak and 
their loved ones. Yet in reality, it is a 
violation of privacy and crosses basic 
rights that should not be crossed. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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Freedom of speech, not stupidity 
Photos Courtesy of Parafba/ Fickr CC and AlanBraydie/ Flickr CC 
Emily Bunting and Leigh Van Brady, two British citizens, were stopped at LAX for "offensive" tweets. 
Photo Courtesy of Brerwolfe/ Flickr CC 
Phil Mickelson, professional golfer, recently filed a lawsuit against an anonymous blogger. 
By Katelyn Montero 
Moviegoers can't yell "fire" in 
a crowded theatre, passengers can't 
say "bomb" on an airplane and now 
the Department of Homeland Secu­
rity has proven that foreigners cannot 
tweet about destroying America. 
Leigh Van Bryan and Emily Bun­
ting explained in an interview in The 
Sun that the Department of Home­
land Security questioned, detained 
and eventually deported them back to 
Britain because of a couple of tweets 
that were sent a few weeks prior to 
their trip. . 
On Jan. 3, Bryan tweeted, "3 
weeks today, we're totally p****** 
people off on Hollywood Blvd and 
diggin' up Marilyn Monroe's grave." 
Bryan explained to officials that this 
tweet was a quote from the American 
television show "Family Guy." 
Officials were even less amused 
with Bryan's tweet that said, "Free this 
week for a quick gossip/prep before I 
go destroy America?" Bryan and Bun­
ting both explained that the tweet was 
just a joke and that the word "destroy" 
was used as another term for "partying." 
However, the damage was done, and the 
two were sent back to Britain without 
so much as a glimpse of the Hollywood 
sign. 
Many people have complained that 
government regulation of websites like 
Twitter is an invasion of privacy. It's 
ironic that those people didn't seem too 
worried about their privacy when they 
posted their private thoughts on a public 
forum. 
Whether Homeland Security com­
pletely overreacted or simply took nec­
essary steps against terrorism, it is clear 
that people are starting to be held ac­
countable for the things that they post 
on the Internet. And it's about tiihe. 
People have long thought that be­
cause they write behind the anonymity 
of the Internet, they can say whatever 
they want, and for a while, they could. 
However, that same freedom of ano­
nymity rarely exists for the people who 
are the targets of online slander. 
One of these targets is San Diego 
resident and professional golfer, Phil 
Mickelson. Recently elected into the 
World Golf Hall of Fame, Mickelson 
has enjoyed a prosperous career and 
successful marriage with his wife, 
Amy. 
That marriage and Mickelson's 
reputation were the targets of an anon­
ymous blogger who made claims that 
both parties had affairs and that Mick­
elson fathered an illegitimate child. 
An article in the Union-Tribune il­
lustrates that rather than accepting that 
these sort of derogatory comments and 
defaming statements come with the ter­
ritory of being a professional athlete, 
Mickelson is taking action. He has sued 
the Quebec-based company Videotron 
to release the name of the anonymous 
blogger, and based on former Quebec 
cases involving releasing the names of 
anonymous posters, it is likely that the 
courts will rule in Mickelson's favor. 
"Free speech is a fundamental 
right," San Diego attorney Guylyn 
Cummins said when asked about the 
legality of Mickelson's case. "You can 
speak freely, but you are responsible 
for your speech." 
This responsibility is something 
that bloggers, tweeters and commen-
tors have completely forgotten about 
since the reign of the Internet began. 
If people expect newspapers, reporters 
and the media to be held accountable 
for the stories they cover and the facts 
that they check, then they must first 
become accountable themselves. This 
includes the extremely Internet-savvy 
generation of college students, whose 
participation in blogging and a variety 
of social networking sites makes it that 
much easier for them to post something 
derogatory in the heat of a moment. 
"Then there are children graduat­
ing from high school...and heading to 
college far from their parents' watch­
ful eyes," Paul Sullivan said in a recent 
New York Times article. "They have 
the ability to both damage their own 
reputations and expose their parents to 
lawsuits if they damage other people's 
reputations." 
There is no Facebook professor 
that requires parenthetical citations or 
a list of sources, but that doesn't mean 
that students aren't held accountable 
for what they post online. 
Church control of birth control 
By Katie Johnson 
The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services recently passed 
a new policy regarding birth control, 
and the Obama administration is 
feeling the wrath of Catholic bish­
ops. The new law requires FDA-
approved contraceptives, including 
the birth control pill and Plan B, to 
be included in the health insurance 
plans of all employees. Although it 
excludes church employees, there 
are many other religious employees 
whose health insurance plans would 
be affected by August 2012. 
However, nonprofit religious 
employers are given the choice to 
provide contraception or not. If cho­
sen, these employers will have an 
additional year, until August 2013, 
to comply with this law. 
In addition to contraceptives, 
women with health insurance cover­
age will also have access to all of the 
Institute of Medicine's recommend­
ed preventive services. 
The National Journal describes 
the Catholic Church's response to 
the new policy as the "American 
Catholic backlash." 
And it makes perfect sense. It is 
not surprising to find out that bish­
ops in 125 of the country's 195 dio­
ceses read letters full of disapproval 
for the law and pushed for civil dis­
obedience. 
There is room for debate over 
whether the law is just or if the bish­
ops are in the right with their heated 
responses and threats of noncompli­
ance. 
"We cannot -We will not com­
ply with this unjust law," Bishop 
Thomas Olmsted of Phoenix said 
in USA Today. However, exactly to 
what injustice Olmsted is referring 
remains unclear. 
As Thomas Massaro defines in 
"Living Justice," justice is a social 
responsibility, and it is an obligation 
to change social structures that keep 
individuals from living what some 
people consider a good life. How 
can the definition of a good life truly 
be determined? 
It is unfair to declare that this 
policy is an infringement on a per­
son's freedom of religion just be­
cause it does not necessarily reflect 
the views of a particular faith. 
What about the women who will 
be denied the liberty to protect their 
own bodies and their own lives? 
The Catholic doctrine clearly 
defines contraception as wrong and 
advocates only for natural family 
planning. But what is hard to under­
stand is the naivete behind the issue of 
birth control in the first place. 
According to the New York Times, 
61.8 percent of women of childbearing 
age are using some form of contracep­
tion, and USA Today reports that a sur­
vey conducted by the Guttmacher Insti­
tute last April indicated that 98 percent 
of Catholic women have used some 
kind of birth control sometime during 
their lives. 
The Catholic Church is adamant 
that sexual activity is to be confined to 
the bonds of marriage. It seems that the 
intent behind the laws in the Catholic 
Church against premarital sexual ac­
tivity have one main goal: to prevent 
those who are not in the proper place 
in their own lives to provide a loving 
and stable home for a child from be­
coming pregnant. 
With that said, does it not make 
sense to provide a means for women 
to prevent an unexpected and unwant­
ed child? When society and culture 
change, then it is up to the institutions 
that protect and organize this society, 
including religious institutions, to 
evolve as well. 
At USD, where equality and 
justice for women are being actively 
advocated for, this new law would 
be a proponent for giving women the 
rights they deserve. But there is logic 
in the Catholic bishop's cry that this 
law would force people to choose 
between the state and their religious 
beliefs. 
There are those who argue that 
the law will lead to more conflict than 
resolution. However, the fiery and 
pointed remarks made by a few bish-
Cathy Nguyen/The Vista 
ops like Olmsted seem to be too bold. 
There is room for compromise. 
There is an ability for religious insti­
tutions and universities to provide the 
option for these preventative methods 
to be available to women in their poli­
cies If so desired. 
This urge for a compromise is 
a refusal to choose either side as the 
best option for our country. 
Catholic bishops have been too 
severe in their threats of civil disobe­
dience and too quick to label this as an 
issue of injustice. 
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
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administration and the community. 
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Via 
PanAm 
By Haley Earl-Lynn 
In today's world, journalism is 
widely regarded as a dwindling industry. 
With a lack of funding available from 
major newspapers and magazines, eager 
writers and photographers with a unique 
story to cover are being forced to come 
up with creative methods that allow them 
to follow their passion. 
Kadir van Lohuizen experienced 
the glory days of a thriving economy for 
print journalism. He found his true talent 
in the art of photography. He is best 
know for his work in Africa. From 1990 
to 1994, Kadir covered South Africa's 
transition from Apartheid to democracy. 
His work won him the second prize 
spot for news stories at the World Press 
Photo. In 2004, Kadir moved north in 
Africa and focused on documenting 
the diamond industry in Sierra Leone, 
Angola, and the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. His efforts gained him even 
more publicity and further launched him 
into the photographic spotlight in his 
home country of Holland as well as in 
the United States. 
Several years later, Kadir has not 
stopped traveling to foreign lands or 
exploring new story ideas. The biggest 
difference now is the lack of funding 
available for the types of projects Kadir 
is interested in covering. 
With an economic challenge on 
hand, Kadir has reached a fork in the 
road and has been forced to find a balance 
between following his artistic drive and 
doing whatever it takes to make a living. 
With a new idea for a project 
developing in his mind, he fought with 
newspapers and magazines to find 
funding. His efforts were unsuccessful. 
He struggled with ideas for how to 
self-fund a project. Kadir had complete 
confidence in his blossoming idea 
despite the disinterest from magazines 
and newspapers. 
"I had to trust that even though they 
didn't see what I saw, my project would 
work out. Sometimes as a journalist and 
photographer you just have to start on a 
project and know that someone will find 
it interesting somewhere down the line," 
he said. 
Ultimately Kadir decided to make 
an application available through the 
iPad. With the help of some technicians, 
Kadir created an app that could 
successfully document his journey from 
the southernmost tip of South America to 
the northernmost tip of North America. 
The app is named Via PanAm. 
Kadir wanted to document the 
process of migration. Originally he set 
out on the journey with the expectation 
of finding most South American people 
looking to make their way to the United 
States. Interestingly enough, he didn't 
find a single person interested in moving 
to the U.S. until he reached Costa Rica. 
What he did find was that people 
were moving to countries nearby for very 
simple reasons: family, job opportunities 
and hope for a better lifestyle. Kadir 
realized that his misconception was 
probably the same misconception many 
other people had. 
"By investigating these movements 
and visualizing them, Via PanAm wants 
to contribute to a better understanding of 
migration and the Americas." 
Along the Via PanAm route Kadir 
had many unique opportunities, which 
he documented fully through blogs 
posts, full length articles, photos, and 
videos with audio. Whether it was a 
simple experience like eating local 
food or an unbelievable experience like 
interviewing Bolivian president Evo 
Morales, subscribers of Via PanAm 
were able to access all aspects of Kadir's 
experience. 
Many have criticized Kadir for 
exclusively releasing updates through 
the app which is only available on the 
iPad, but he explains that this is what 
modern journalism has become. 
"People ask me why I can't just 
post all of this on a website," Kadir 
said. "Would I like to do that? Yeah, of 
course! But then how would I make a 
living? This is my career, and the reality 
is that this is the best way to fund it. 
People complained earlier when I only 
published my photos in my book, and 
now they complain that I only publish 
them on my app. I can't make everyone 
happy." 
Over half way through his journey, 
Kadir passed through San Diego last 
week. He stopped by USD for a quick visit 
with an upper division photo journalism 
class. He focused his time here on 
documenting the Iraqi community in El 
Cajon. He is moving his way up the coast 
and will be in Oregon later this week. 
More than a year later Kadir has 
found his new venture in modern 
journalism both monetarily successful as 
well as artistically fulfilling. 
Goya's "Disasters of War" exhibit comes to USD 
Exhibit only on display 
every two years 
Photos Courtesy of Hoehn Family Gallery 
TOP: Print 39, MIDDLE: Print 72, BOTTOM: Print 37. 
By Emily Schlauch 
Thanks to a generous gift from 
Robert and Karen Hoehn, Francisco 
de Goya y Lucients' famous series 
of creations in printmaking is being 
added to USD's art gallery collection. 
The gallery will be displaying a mix 
of prints and works of art from the 
fifteenth century to present day. 
USD will celebrate the gallery 
renovation's fifth anniversary with 
an exhibit dedicated to one of 
its signature collections, Goya's 
"Disasters of War." 
Goya is famous for bridging the 
gap between the old and new with a 
stylish modern twist. His prints are 
recognized for their subversive and 
imaginative elements that challenge 
social norms and question the 
effectiveness of warfare. 
Between 1810 and 1820 the 
Spanish artist produced the "Disasters 
of War" print series, consisting of 
80 prints created through an etching 
and aquatint process, which is the 
application of acid to make the marks 
in a metal plate to create designs and. 
images. 
Due to the disturbing nature of 
these types of prints, the collection 
was not officially published until 
1863, thirty-five years after Goya's 
death. While these prints were 
considered disturbing, they are now 
considered eye-catching and thought 
provoking. 
Goya's collection is a visual 
representation of the horrors and 
traumas soldiers and citizens faced in 
early nineteenth century Spain during 
the Peninsular War. Goya captures the 
glories and triumphs of war as well 
the bitter pains. 
Goya was first inspired by 
Jacques Callot, a seventeenth century 
French artist, who portrayed in detail 
the destruction and aftermath of war 
on society. 
USD brings "Disasters of War" 
to the Hoehn family gallery with the 
help of curator Victoria Lobis. Lobis 
was chosen by Robert and Karen 
Hoehn to be the curator of the first 
print collection and fine-art gallery at 
USD. 
Lobis is currently working to 
create a private home for the study 
of and display of prints, adding 
her unique touches to distinguish 
USD's art room from other Southern 
California galleries. 
According to Lobis, some of 
Goya's work has been on display at 
USD before. 
"Goya's work has been displayed 
in galleries located in the Institute of 
Peace and Justice but is now moving 
to our new room located in Founders 
Hall," Lobis said. "We display these 
prints every two years to give USD 
students the opportunity to see them 
twice during their college experiences. 
Students are encouraged to 
contemplate the tragedies associated 
with war and submit reaction pieces to 
be displayed the Hoehn galleries along 
with the 'Disaster of War' series." 
The gallery was originally 
intended to serve as a parlor for the 
San Diego College of Women, but the 
galleries were recently remodeled to 
their current function. The gallery will 
celebrate its fifth anniversary since 
its renovation with this exhibit and a 
showing of recent additions, starting 
today. 
"The upcoming Goya exhibit will 
feature (work by) two USD alumni, 
David Smith and Skye Weinglass, as 
well as three current USD students, 
Rafal Kopacz, Noe Olivas and 
Rachael Ponn," Lobis said. 
Modern artists use the dramatic 
themes that Callot and Goya explored 
through their work. The current 
collection being showcased invites 
student responses to the artists' pieces 
that demonstrate the power of Goya's 
legacy in distinct ways. His subtle 
use of printmaking styles combined 
with the use of text and image come 
together to inspire and challenge 
today's artists and critics. 
Goya's "Disasters of War: ALegacy 
in Print" and "New Impressions: 
Recent Acquisitions" is available 
for viewing at the Robert and Karen 
Hoehn Family Galleries, Founders 
Hall at USD. The exhibit opens 
Feb. 9 (opening reception 5-7 p.m.) 
and continues through May 27. The 
gallery and print room hours are noon 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday 
except Thursday, when the gallery is 
open until 6 p.m. 
The print room will also host an 
open house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Feb. 25, and weekly gallery talks 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. during the run of 
the show. 
Coachella promises to entertain music fans 
By Sarah Jorgensen 
Southern California's favorite 
festival, the Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival, otherwise known 
simply as Coachella, dropped its lineup 
a few weeks ago. A few days later, 
tickets for the festival sold out in only 
a few hours, even though the 2012 
festival is spread over two weekends 
to accommodate its massive explosion 
in popularity over the past few years. 
What could have been so appealing 
about this lineup that nearly 100,000 
people snapped up these tickets so 
quickly? A scan of the lineup reveals 
some obvious superstars alongside 
hidden gems. If anyone is lucky enough 
to snag a ticket, below are the top eight 
artists who will be showing exciting 
new sets at Coachella this year: 
Bon Iver: Since the band's self-titled 
sophomore effort last spring, Bon Iver 
has been selling out shows all over 
the country. Justin Vernon's soulful 
voice and lyrics will translate into a 
completely moving yet heartbreaking 
set. The crowd will most definitely be 
brought to tears if he plays anything 
from his killer debut album "For 
Emma, Forever Ago." 
Justice: Justice's hit "D.A.N.C.E." 
will be great to dance to in the Sahara 
tent at Coachella this year. The 
French electronic duo has a lively, 
energetic sound that will complement 
the intensely detailed scenery and 
backdrop. 
The Head and the Heart: This 
band's unique sound comes from its 
integration of violin melodies along 
with vocal harmonies, piano melodies 
and prominent drums and percussion. 
Check out their earnest, folksy tone on 
"Rivers and Roads" or on "Lost in My 
Mind," the catchy, top hit single. 
GIVERS: Although the days in the 
Indio desert are notoriously hot, the 
brightly lit daytime will be the backdrop 
to complement GIVERS' stylistic 
techniques. Their sunny, reggae-tinged 
sound is pure fun and perfect for 
dancing. It is not too overwrought with 
technical effects, so it is likely that the 
The lineup at Coachella promises to excite loyal festival-goers yet again this year. 
band will deliver on the promises the 
band's new album "In Lights" delivers. 
Yuck: This band is far from what its 
name implies. Yuck's highly distorted, 
hard-rocking sound is in the same vein 
as Coachella headliners the Black 
Keys, with a bit more grunge. Whether 
it is a good or bad thing is up to the 
audience decide, but it should be one 
heck of a high-energy set. 
Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg: This was 
the deal sealer for many people who 
purchased Coachella tickets. Not only 
will it be exciting to hear the pair 
together in songs like "Kush," but 
they are also bold and entertaining 
individual performers. Tracks from 
rapping and producing legend Dr. Dre's 
long-rumored and anticipated album 
"Detox" could possibly be featured 
during the set. Guest appearances from 
some of Dre's proteges, like Eminem, 
would not be out of the question. And 
who doesn't want to hear the famed 
middle school dance jam "Drop It Like 
It's Hot" live? In the haze of fantastic 
artists at Coachella, this duo stands to 
make some music history and close out 
both weekends in style. 
Beirut: Influenced by all sorts of 
eclectic world music, there are few 
other bands making music as intriguing 
or unique as Beirut's. They make 
interesting use of the accordion, adding 
a unique aspect to their sound. This 
indie rock gem of a band definitely 
deserves the high billing it received on 
this year's lineup-. 
Radiohead: One band that has always 
made intriguing and unique music is 
Photos Courtesy of Sarah Jorgensen 
Radiohead. This is the band that has 
convinced many fans to go to Coachella 
this year. Tickets to Radiohead's 
regular tours are highly elusive, so an 
opportunity to see them on a stage as 
grand as Coachella's is a can't-miss 
experience. This revolutionary group is 
worth seeing live. 
This was a tough list to compile, 
since the lineup this year is absolutely 
stacked. Honorable mentions include 
the Black Keys, St. Vincent, Grace 
Potter and the Nocturnals, Real Estate, 
Florence + the Machine and many, 
many more. If anyone was not able to 
snag a ticket to this year's Coachella, 
have little fear. With the rate at which 
this year's two-weekend festival sold 
out, there could end up being a whole 
month of Coachella next year! 
Originally posted on USDradio.ore 
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Doomtree DJ Lazerbeak sits down to discuss tour life 
By Tom Roth 
Recently, USD Radio's Tom Roth 
poke with Lazerbeak, DJ for seven-
nece Minneapolis rap collective 
)oomtree, to discuss the group's 
urrent super-tour and new album 
'No Kings." Doomtree played at the 
msbah last week. 
Tom Roth: At first glance, 
)oomtree can seem a bit dizzying. It's 
tot every day that a seven-some rap 
ollective enjoys the same success as 
)oomtree. Did that group dynamic 
ome about on purpose, or was it more 
if a happy accident? 
Lazerbeak: It was a little bit of 
>oth. We all kind of met up and joined 
orces a little but after high school and 
t that point, we are all kind of figuring 
very thing out. The whole "strength 
n numbers" philosophy kicked in 
vhere if one rapper finagled his way 
nto a show he could maybe pull along 
nother one and they could share the 
5-20 minute slot... things like that. 
Ve could pool resources, we could do 
obs. I remember having a ledger and a 
ittle cash box and we made $40 from 
show, I could go to Best Buy and buy 
:R-RS so we could press up some CD's 
o sell. It started there. We all knew 
bat we were individual artists but it 
ust made sense and seemed easier to 
orge a path together. As that continued 
nd got bigger, slowly, it seemed like 
t never made any sense to stop. We're 
ortunate. Now we're here and we're 
njoying a little bit of success and 
working real hard and so we can enjoy 
bat together. It's pretty gratifying. 
TR: How is the Doomtree of 2012 
lifferent from the Doomtree from 
iack in the day? How's the material 
different? 
LB: [Laughs] the structure has 
changed. We're all nearing 30 now -
some of us have hit 30 - and so that's 
a lot different than when we were 
19-years-old.... Also, we've learned 
a lot. We've gotten the opportunity to 
do a lot of things and we've learned 
from all those things. We've tried to 
implement new ways of making us 
successful. A lot of that has brought 
some structure. Dessa and I end up 
doing a lot of the business stuff . Sims 
is really good at the merchandise stuff. 
Everyone has their own little role that 
they contribute to make this thing run 
as smoothly as it possibly can. Through 
experience and all that stuff we've 
been able to fine-tune it to work for us. 
I certainly wouldn't recommend it for 
anyone else but for us, it works. 
TR: With that many shows, are 
you working in room for improvisation 
or are all the shows going to be pretty 
much the same in terms of their format? 
LB: Honestly, for the first half of 
the tour it'll be changing because it 
takes us a while to really get into the 
"perfect set" for that tour. With all the 
different material that we have, it's not 
just the crew songs. Obviously, the set 
is heavily focused on No Kings but we 
have probably 30-some releases on 
Doomtree (Records) and we can play 
any of those songs so it's a challenge 
to pick which ones and to see how 
the crowd will react to them. It takes 
some time. Once we get it locked in, 
we usually don't stray too far from it 
because of how long it took us to get it 
to feel right. It'll generally be around 
the same but we're talking about close 
to two hours of music with all seven 
of us on stage every night. It's a lot. 
You definitely get the overview of the 
whole last ten years. 
TR: Two weeks ago, you were 
in Kansas. Now, you're in Southern 
California. Have you been surprised by 
the fan response so far? 
LB: I have. Every time you go 
out, you hope that it's better than the 
last and that gives you an indicator 
that you're doing something right; that 
things are growing. We were really 
hopeful putting this crew record out 
- really, the first all crew record that 
we wrote together from start to finish 
- that that would be reflected in the 
attendance. And it has. It has, man. I've 
been floored by people's responses to 
the new material, how many people are 
singing along every night, selling out 
a couple of Shows already, and doing 
an encore every night. It's things that, 
when you start out, you don't really 
think about or ever even expect. You 
just work hard. I always think of the 
tour right after you release the record 
as the reward for all the hard work you 
put into making it and promoting it and 
now, you get to see the positive effects 
of it. We're all thrilled to get on stage 
every night and the response from the 
people who've been coming out has 
been really uplifting for us. 
TR: While No Kings is Doomtree's 
fourth release, it's also your second 
studio album, a notable feat considering 
all contributing members are balancing 
solo/collaborations recordings and 
performances. With all that going on, 
what was the recording process like for 
the album? 
LB: It was cool. It was different 
than I've ever done it before. We went 
to Sims' wife's family cabin because 
we knew there was no way - even 
though most of us live in the same city, 
our lives are so scattered - there's no 
way you get all seven of us in a room 
even for two hours at a time anymore. 
We kind of had to carve out this five 
day period where everyone said "Yep. 
We're free. We'll go up there. We'll 
turn our phones off and we'll just do 
work". We'd gotten together with the 
producers before and stacked a lot of 
beats so we had a stockpile of music 
up there. I went up there with the 
rappers and we just holed up and five 
days later, we had eleven of the twelve 
songs demoed. At that point, we had 
no clue what was gonna... we just had 
these songs. We didn't if they were 
really good yet or not. We knew they 
were different. They felt really weird 
to us at the time. Over the next couple 
months, we got to fine tune them, add 
stuff, and when it all was said and done, 
I looked back and was like "Wow... 
90% of this happened in those five 
days and we didn't really have any 
idea what we were getting into". I don't 
know if I'll ever be able to duplicate 
that process again... I'd heard stories 
of that working for other people but I 
figured there was no way in hell we'd 
ever get there. Somehow, we pulled 
it off with this one. I'm really happy 
about that because from the business 
side, I had set the release date before 
we had any songs because we knew we 
had to release an album in the fourth 
quarter so it was a very scary task to 
be like "Well, we gotta come up with 
something. 1 hope it rules". We lucked 
out. I don't think I'll ever do that again, 
but we lucked out. 
It speaks to how good these guys 
have gotten at working with one 
another because, like I said, that first 
crew record - the self-titled album -
was compiled over a five year period. 
Those songs were written mostly by 
one person who then brought another 
person on board late or stuff like that. 
It just showed through all the touring 
and stuff we've been through that the 
rappers are at a place with each other 
where they can feed off each other so 
quickly. I was really impressed to see 
that. 
TR: Whose idea was the iTunes 
flashmob? 
LB: That was Dessa's idea. She's 
the creative one when it comes to 
brainstorming "how do we promote on 
these really small budgets? How do we 
become effective and get our name out 
there?" For us, those first-week sales 
are kind of our opportunity to get out 
there and compete a little bit. If we can 
mobilize our fan base within that first 
week to really support it, we have an 
opportunity to show up on those charts 
with the big guys.... We had seen a 
couple people get up on those charts 
and we knew that they [the charts] 
regenerate every 12 hours or 24 hours 
but if you can get a burst of sales, you 
have a shot sometimes,(if there isn't a 
huge release out) of getting up there. 
So we gave it a shot. Honestly, looking 
into more and more and understanding 
what these sales mean, it doesn't mean 
that we sold 50,000 records or anything 
like that but for one 12-hour period, we 
were hanging. And this is the end of 
November, this is fourth quarter, this is 
when all the big rap albums come out 
like Drake and Yelawolf and all these 
guys and to see our album cover next to 
theirs even overnight. To wake up and 
it was still there was pretty awesome.... 
Huge shout goes to our fans. Everyone 
says "Oh, our fans are the best" but 
we've always tried to be as transparent 
as possible when it comes to this stuff, 
from the business to the music. I think 
that really worked to our benefit. We 
put it out there and told them what we 
were trying to do and they backed it. 
Pretty awesome. 
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USD alumni experiences musical success with the Flora Grid 
By Carly Hanson 
While the Flora Grid may be 
new on the music scene, lead singer 
and USD alumni Brandon Romero 
says they're here to stay. This up-and-
coming band mixes high energy beats 
with clever lyrics to create a unique 
sound. 
"I think our uniqueness as a band 
comes from our universal appeal" 
Romero said. "We're an unabashed 
pop band that incorporates electro, 
new wave, indie, funk, and rock 
elements into our variety of pop, and 
this lends a certain richness, charm, 
and depth to our sound. Lyrically, I 
like to flirt with dark and melancholy 
subjects, characters, motifs and 
themes, but there's a Wildean wit and 
irony that abounds, thus providing the 
songs a degree of levity and saving 
them from wallowing in the over-
dramatic ." 
Romero explained that writing 
music is never quite the same from 
one song to the next, but he makes 
an attempt to map out his creative 
process. 
"Typically, I'll write a song on 
my piano and center it around a main 
vocal hook or lyric. Once I know 
what the hook is going to be, I'll 
put together lyrics and develop the 
structure and basic instrumentation 
for the song around the vocal. From 
there, depending on the completeness 
of the song, the band will either keep 
it as is, or we will flesh out the song 
in more detail as a group or with other 
contributing members" he said. 
The Flora Grid jams at a recent live show. 
While at USD, Romero majored 
in philosophy and minored in political 
science. Music seems to be an 
unusual career path for someone with 
a background such as this but Romero 
holds that his education has been 
extremely helpful in the music industry. 
"My experience at USD, both 
within a social and academic context, 
has exercised a great influence on my 
songwriting. USD was a bridge to 
my young adulthood, and most of our 
tunes are rooted lyrically in the chaos, 
confusion, sadness, neurosis and carefree 
joy that accompanied that crossing. 
These chaotic, colorful and sometimes 
conflicting emotions are reflected in the 
diversity and energy of our music as 
Photos Courtesy ofThe Flora Grid 
well. Youth and young adulthood can be 
a crazy and rough time, but it can also 
be beautiful and charming if you let it 
be, and that's a primary message of this 
band." 
When asked how the band was 
formed, Romero relayed an interesting 
story. 
"I guess you could trace the roots of 
this project back to a Macy's 
Home store in Orange 
County in 2010 where I met 
our drummer," Romero said. 
"Over the course of two 
years, the Flora Grid family 
grew and now includes very 
talented people helping with 
recording, production, live 
performance, management 
and overall development. 
My songwriting is supported 
by some very creative and 
amazing people." 
The band is made up 
of four members: bassist 
Chris Graham, drummer 
Jordan Lams, drummer C.J. 
Brion and vocalist Brandon 
Romero. According to 
Romero, the guys are an 
eclectic mix with varying 
music tastes. 
"Everyone has quite 
dissimilar personalities 
and musical tastes to some 
extent, but in the end it 
all comes together quite 
nicely. We have a supportive 
and encouraging internal 
dynamic, and this keeps 
things moving, forward." 
The band is nearly brand 
new, with the recent release 
of their debut single "Love 
Inside the Casket". Currently, 
the band is focusing on 
producing and releasing more 
music for their fans to enjoy. 
The band also has plans for a 
Southern California tour and 
are working on the release of 
their debut ER 
El Camino is a Mexican food alternative worth trying 
A new solution if you are looking for something other than Old Town favorites 
by Haley Earl-Lynn 
With so many options for 
Mexican food right in Old Town San 
Diego, it is understandable that most 
USD students don't venture out of 
their Mexican-food-eating comfort 
zone, not to mention the late night 
options like Fresh MXN (formerly 
Santana's) and JV's. It may seem a 
bit criminal to skip out on Old Town 
and head elsewhere for a bite to eat 
before 10 p.m., but with options near 
by like El Camino Super Cocina, the 
risk is worth the reward. 
El Camino is located on India 
St. and approximately five minutes 
driving distance from campus. Two 
immediate selling points are the 
plethora of parking spaces and the 
absence of noisy mariachi bands. 
The feeling of El Camino is much 
more downtown swank than your 
average Old Town cantina, but 
fortunately the price is sans swank. 
For a nice dinner out, at least 
one that's slightly more upscale 
than a Student Life Pavilion dinner, 
without the empty bank account, El 
Camino is a fresh option. 
Appetizer: The guacamole 
and chips are guaranteed to please, 
but for students on a budget, the 
complimentary chips and salsa 
appetizer is just as good. Not only 
is the salsa fresh and homemade, 
queso dip is also included. 
Entree: The seasonal special, 
beer battered fish tacos, are more 
than a step above your average 
Mission Beach rolled tacos. IPA beer 
is used to create a flavorful batter on 
locally caught fish. Cabbage and 
a cilantro Mexican cream sauce 
provide the perfect cool blend to this 
popular dish. 
Shrimp ceviche tostaditos are 
a great option for diners looking to 
split a dish. While it could be said 
that the ceviche is not quite the 
same as on the beaches of Argentina 
or Spain, for local ceviche, it is top 
of the line. Rice, beans and tostada 
shells are served with this dish. 
Sopa de Fideo is a tasty option 
for vegetarian diners. Made from an 
authentic Mexican recipe of tomato 
and fideo soup, this dish is both light 
and satisfying. 
Dessert: While the dessert 
menu at El Camino changes 
seasonally, the churros with vanilla 
bean ice cream will be on the menu 
throughout the summer. This dish 
is just the right size after a filling 
Mexican meal. Mixing hot-out-of-
the-oven pastry with cool creamy 
vanilla is the perfect end to a zesty 
night of dining. 
El Camino is not the type of 
restaurant that boots patrons out 
quickly. With a full bar and lounge 
area, diners are encouraged to 
stick around for a variety of fun 
entertainment, depending on the 
week night. Activities range from 
Karaoke to DJ sets, and there is even 
a disco ball. 
Haley Earl-Lynn/TheVista 
TOP: El Camino is a new favorite among Mexican food lovers. MIDDLE LEFTrThe ceviche dish is a crowd pleaser. BOTTOM LEFT: Many beverage options keep diners satisfied. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Fish tacos are on the fast track to a staple menu item. MIDDLE RIGHT: Eclectic decor is eye-catching. 
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By Phil Morelli 
If you're American, the odds are 
you watched the Super Bowl. No matter 
who your team is, no matter what city 
you're from, you watched the NFL's 
Championship game. It is a national 
holiday for all sports fans. Its also an 
excellent excuse to gather with friends, 
eat good food, drink American beer and, 
depending on which part the the coun­
try you're from, it's a day to hope Tom 
Brady has the worst game of his life. 
My beloved Broncos fell short of 
the big game, so naturally I wasn't very 
inclined to watch the Patriots in an­
other Championship game. I wasn't re­
ally fond of watching the Giants either. 
So like most neutral fans I was excited 
about two things: The halftime perfor­
mance with Madonna and LMFAO per­
forming "I'm Sixty and I Know It" (The 
new remix to LMAFO's overplayed 
yet somehow still popular song, "Sexy 
and I Know it"). And secondly, I could 
not wait to see this year's commercials. 
Aside from the game, the focal point 
of the entire broadcast is the 30-second 
gaps of advertisements. Companies pay 
by the millions for airtime during the 
Super Bowl in an attempt to reach the 
millions of viewers worldwide. 
One of the most enthralling and 
downright badass commercials I have 
ever seen aired just before the second 
half kickoff to the game. Clint Eastwood 
delivered a striking two minute disserta­
tion on behalf of Chrysler in which he 
looked as if he was about to go "Dirty 
Harry" on all of the United States eco­
nomic issues. Essentially urging Amer­
icans to stick together, Eastwood's 
persona and demeanor was direct and 
ferocious. His words and the tone of 
his voice demonstrated core American 
values that have always arisen when the 
times get tough. "We Find a way through 
tough times, if we can't find a way then 
we'll make one" he proclaims. These 
words are embedded in the hearts of ev­
ery American man, woman and child in 
this country and are fueled by their burn­
ing desire to succeed whenever they find 
themselves trapped or lost in life. 
This ad is more than just a motiva­
tional commercial starring an American 
icon. It's a moment in American history 
in which sports play a vital role in the 
unification of our citizens. This isn't the 
first time American athletics has been 
used as an instrument to rally our nation. 
.During the rise of the Nazi Party in 
Germany, Max Schmeling was regarded 
as one of the best boxers in the world. 
For Hitler, Schmeling was the ideal Ger­
man and an unofficial ambassador for the 
Nazi party. Schmeling was scheduled to 
fight American Boxer Joe Lewis for the 
second time on June 22,1938. Lewis, an 
African-American from Detroit, Mich, 
had previously fought Schmeling in 
1936. It was a fight that many Ameri­
cans would never forget, but for all the 
wrong reasons. Schmeling knocked out 
Lewis in the 12th round. Around the 
country, the aftermath was devastating. 
People wept in the streets as all hope 
seemed to be lost. However, in .1938, 
when Lewis would face Schmeling for 
the second time, he would change the 
sport of boxing and American athletics 
forever. The fight came at a time when 
the Great Depression had greatly dam­
aged the United States' economy. It was 
a time in which people understood pov­
erty and heartache to be a part of every­
day life. It was also a time in which the 
Nazis had already invaded Austria, in­
creasing tension with the United States. 
In front of a sold-out crowd of more than 
70,000 fans, Joe Lewis put the United 
States' hopes and dreams of prosperity 
on his back as he entered the ring. The 
fight would end two minutes and four 
seconds later. Joe Lewis had knocked 
out Schmeling, and had also defeated all 
the deranged ideals the Nazis had about 
racial purity. Joe Lewis lifted a nation 
back on its feet. He became an African-
American hero and a celebrity during a 
time of unfortunate racial tension in our 
own country. 
The power of athletics reaches far 
beyond its ability to make us happy 
when our team wins. It can captivate 
nations, it can inspire the masses. It is 
true that in order to pull ourselves out 
of this recession we need to unite and 
work hard together. And with history as 
proof, the sports and athletes within this 
country will inspire us to do great things 
together. They can motivate us to grind 
our way to a better life. In the words of 
Eastwood and inspired by Joe Lewis, 
"This country can't be knocked out with 
one punch, we get right back up again 
and when we do, the world is going to 
hear the roar of our engines". 
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics 
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Women's basketball wins one, loses one 
By Kaitlin Healy 
The USD women's basketball 
team fell to the No.19 Gonzaga Uni­
versity Bulldogs 69-58 on Saturday to 
end their three-game winning streak at 
the McArthey Athletic Center in Spo­
kane, Wash. 
After USD's win over the Santa 
Clara University Broncos on Feb. 
2, the Toreros went into Saturday's 
games with determination to continue 
their winning streak. Senior guard 
Dominique Conners scored a season-
high 22-points, while sophomore 
guard Amy Kame put up 13 points in 
the victory. The exciting come-from-
behind win over the Broncos put the 
Toreros in second place in the WCC. 
With Saturday's loss to Gonzaga, 
the USD moves their record to 16-6 
overall and 7-3 in the West Coast Con­
ference, dropping them into their cur­
rent third place standing. 
In the Feb. 4 showdown against 
the Bulldogs, the senior class took 
an offensive leadership role. Conners 
led the team, scoring 20 points while 
pulling down six rebounds, and senior 
guard Izzy Chilcott scored 14 points 
while pulling down eight rebounds. 
The team shot 43 percent but was out-
rebounded 35-31. 
The Toreros started off slowly of­
fensively, allowing the Bulldogs the 
opportunity to score early in the first 
half. Though USD managed to score 
the first basket of the game, the two 
teams continued to battle back and 
fourth for the lead, neither team gain­
ing more than a two-point lead for the 
majority of the first half. 
After the Bulldogs had taken their 
biggest lead in the game, the Toreros-
defense buckled down in an effort to 
allow their offense to come back. The 
Toreros offense went to work, and at 
the end of the first half they were only 
down four, with the score at 25-21. 
The second half proved to be an 
offensive battle as the teams continued 
to trade basket for basket, while Gon­
zaga still maintained a five-point lead. 
With each attempt that USD made to 
gain the lead, Gonzaga continued to re­
spond with small spurts of shots, slow­
ly regaining momentum each time. 
Toward the end of the second half the 
Bulldogs gained full momentum, lead­
ing to their 11 -point victory over the 
Toreros. 
Though the loss was disappoint­
ing, the Toreros battled through the 
entire game and appeared on multi­
ple occasions to be on the brink of a 
comeback. The Toreros are still in the 
middle of conference play and have 
six more games to determine their fi­
nal standings in their conference. The 
team is determined to stay motivated 
and win their conference this season. 
"We know that we are the better 
team and deserve to win conference, so 
our motivation comes from our confi­
dence," senior Morgan Woodrow said. 
"We have an amazing group of talent­
ed athletes, and once we get everything 
rolling, we'll be unstoppable." 
Woodrow also said that they will 
play their upcoming games with focus 
on having fun and playing well togeth­
er. The team is determined to come in 
first in the WCC this year, and they are 
working*hard every day to do so. 
"We will continue to stay strong 
mentally and physically so we can be 
the best team in March when it really 
counts," Woodrow said. "We believe 
in each other and this program, which 
ultimately allows us to succeed." 
USD will take on the University 
of San Francisco Dons in the Jenny 
Craig Pavilion tonight at 9 p.m. 
USD coaches finding success on big stages 
By Ducote Contreras 
Rarely are sports the first thing 
that come to mind when someone 
thinks about USD, let alone it being 
an athletic powerhouse. And while 
the baseball team, women's volleyball 
team, tennis team, soccer teams and 
football team are consistently at the 
top of their division or league, USD is 
a sport powerhouse for a completely 
different reason, its coaches. 
The first name that comes to mind 
is none other than Jim Harbaugh, the 
man that decided to leave the Oakland 
Raiders to become a coach of a non-
scholarship, Division 1-AA program. 
Without blinking an eye Harbaugh 
turned USD into a championship pro­
gram. Staying with this theme of mak­
ing champions, Harbaugh quickly de­
parted to Stanford to take a last place 
team and turn them into a consecutive 
top-five finishing team. 
Always up for a new challenge, 
Harbaugh made yet another move. 
This time he was done with collegiate 
athletics and made his move into the 
professional arena, taking the job 
as head coach of the San Francisco 
49ers. And to every non-49ers fan's 
surprise, during his first year as head 
coach led a has-been franchise to one 
game away from playing in the Super 
Bowl. 
But Jim Harbaugh isn't the only 
example of a USD coach that has 
graduated to a bigger arena. Da­
vid Shaw, the current head coach of 
the Stanford Football team who has 
been praised for his grooming of fu­
ture NFL quarterback, Andrew Luck, 
found similar praise for coaching Josh 
Johnson. Johnson is known as one 
of the most accurate quarterbacks in 
college football history. Johnson and 
Shaw are both former Toreros. It is 
not surprising that both Harbaugh and 
Shaw have experienced such great 
careers to this point, since they led 
USD's football to two consecutive 
11-1 seasons, both Pioneer League 
Championship seasons. 
Jim Harbaugh isn't the only 
coach to see his past assistants go on 
to bigger things, either; Current USD 
football coach Ron Carragher recent­
ly saw his defensive coordinator, Jon 
Sumrall, leave to become a key part 
of the new coaching staff at Tulane 
University in New Orleans. Tulane 
has a Division I football program that 
consistently plays teams such as Ole 
Miss, and Alabama. 
Football isn't the only sport in 
which USD can boast a rich history 
of coaches either. The basketball pro­
gram at USD can boast not only of 
employing coaches that have made it 
big, but also players that have made 
successful careers out of coaching. 
The first was Bernie Bickerstaff, 
USD Hall of Famer, who was named 
USD's head basketball coach only 
one year after graduating from USD 
and three years after playing his fi­
nal basketball game for the Toreros. 
Bickerstaff enjoyed four seasons at 
USD, highlighted by his 1972-1973 
season, that featured a record of 19-9. 
Bickerstaff quickly made the 
move to the NBA becoming an assis­
tant coach for the Washington Bullets, 
now known as the Washington Wiz­
ards. Bickerstaff made his way to the 
position of top assistant coach with 
the Bullets in 1978 when he helped 
lead the team to an NBA Champion­
ship. Bickerstaff then left Washington 
D.C. in 1985 for the state of Washing­
ton where he became the head coach 
of the Seattle Supersonics, no longer 
an NBA franchise. There, he led the 
Supersonics to three straight playoff 
appearances and was named NBA 
Coach of the Year in 1987. Bickerstaff 
is currently on the Portland Trailblaz-
ers coaching staff. 
A more recent example in the 
NBA can be seen on the bench for 
the Los Angeles Lakers. Mike Brown 
took oyer as head coach of the Los 
Angeles Lakers this season and, in do­
ing so, he has filled the shoes of whom 
many believe to be the greatest NBA 
coach of all time, Phil Jackson. Brown 
transferred to USD from nearby Mesa 
Community College and played for 
the Toreros during the 1991-1992 and 
1992-1993 season. 
Brown's future in Los Angeles is 
still to be written and looks to be very 
interesting with the resurgence of the 
in-house rivals, the Los Angeles Clip­
pers. But before he began to run the 
Lake Show he found himself coach­
ing Lebron James and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. Mike Brown led the Cava­
liers to five straight playoff appear­
ances and one NBA Finals appear­
ance in the 2006-2007 season. But his 
team and his star, Lebron, weren't the 
only ones receiving accolades, Brown 
found himself the winner of the NBA 
Coach of the Year in 2009 after lead­
ing the Cavaliers to a franchise-best 
record of 66-16. 
While enjoying this success in 
Cleveland, Brown hired his former 
college coach at USD, Hank Egan. 
Egan coached the Toreros for ten years 
starting in 1984, and was inducted this 
past year into the USD Athletic Hall 
of Fame. 
The list continues with Eric Mus-
selman, who played on the 1986-1987 
Torero Basketball team that had a 
record of 24-6. Musselman has held 
head coaching jobs for the Golden 
State Warriors, Sacramento Kings, 
Venezuelan national team and the Do­
minican Republic national team. 
There are still current NBA 
coaches throughout the league in as­
sistant coaching positions as well, 
such as David Fizdale of the Miami 
Heat. Fizdale played four season with 
the Toreros from 1992 to 1996 when 
he graduated and began his coaching 
career at USD as an assistant coach. 
Fizdale spent four years coaching the 
Toreros until he left for a one-year 
stint with Fresno State right before he 
made the transition to the NBA. 
Fans might not be able to see 
USD play in the Rose Bowl, and most 
current students don't remember or 
even know about the inafmous first 
round upset of Connecticut in 2008, 
but the coaches that USD produce 
have shown the ability to go on to win 
the Rose Bowl, the NBA Finals or the 
Super Bowl in years to come. 
@FloydMayweather 
I'm fighting Miguel Cotto on 
May 5th because Miss Pac 
Man is ducking me. 
@CP3 
(Chris Paul) 
Toughest day to date for me as an 
NBA player losing the best backcourt 
mate I've ever played with, my big 
bro, and gr8 teammate C. Billups... 
@jharrison9292 
(James Harrison) 
Told you, cheaters never 
win!!!!!!!!! 
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Freshman point guard Christopher Anderson gets fouled while going up for a layup against Santa Clara on Feb 4. USD went on to win the game. 
Youth leading the way for Toreros men's basketball 
Toreros keep it close against nationally-ranked Gaelsy beat Broncos 
By Michael Harris 
When the announcer at the Jenny 
Craig Pavilion read the starting lineup 
for the USD men's basketball team 
this past weekend, a careful listener 
may have noticed that the starters 
were younger than normal. This was 
not an anomaly. 
For most of this year, USD has 
started three freshmen, a sophomore 
and a junior, with another freshman 
seeing big minutes off the bench. With 
the roller coaster ride that obviously 
comes with young talent, there is also 
hope not only for the future but also the 
present. Both last week's win against 
the Santa Clara University Broncos 
and loss to No. 16 Saint Mary's Col­
lege Gaels were perfect examples of 
the potential that this team has. 
In Moraga, against the nationally-
ranked Gaels, the Toreros responded 
to an obviously challenging situation 
and led for much of the game before 
losing 84-73. USD was up at the half, 
42-38, despite Saint Mary's effec­
tively taking leading scorer freshman 
Johnny Dee out of the game. Strong 
frontcourt play by junior Chris Man-
resa and sophomore Dennis Kramer 
helped fill the scoring void with each 
contributing 25 and 17 points, respec­
tively. Manresa was especially effi­
cient, shooting 10-11 from the floor. 
With five minutes left, Saint Mary's 
used offensive rebounds and forced 
some timely turnovers to put the To­
reros away down the stretch. Despite 
the loss, some players felt encouraged. 
"I feel that we're closer than we 
have been all season," Kramer said. "I 
feel we're getting better every week. 
We've seen the improvement." 
And in the Jenny Craig Pavilion 
on Saturday, this improvement came 
to fruition when USD escaped with 
a 70-65 victory against Santa Clara. 
After a layup by freshman point guard 
Christopher Andersen with 11 minutes 
left, the Toreros went up by 19 and 
took their largest lead of the night. 
The Broncos began to slowly creep 
back and cut the lead to four with two 
minutes left. It was then that the young 
Toreros had to respond, and they did, 
sinking just enough free throws to 
come out on top. Free-throw shoot­
ing was a problem for USD during the 
game, shooting just 64 percent from 
the line. 
The Toreros have the toughest 
part of their schedule behind them and 
have some very winnable games com­
ing up. On Thursday, they travel to 
Pepperdine before trying to avenge an 
earlier season loss to the University of 
San Francisco on Saturday in the JCP. 
Photo by Christina Carner 
LEFT: Freshman point guard Christopher Anderson goes up for a layup while a Santa Clara defender tries to take a charge. RIGHT: Junior forward Chris Manresa goes up for a put-back layup. 
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Camo for Kids brings military families to JCP 
Over 140 families in attendance to watch USD hoops 
Photos courtesy of Geneveive Rohan 
Photos courtesy ot t>enevieve Konan 
LEFT: Participants were given free men's basketball t-shirts, courtesy of USD Athletics. RIGHT:TheTorero SpiritTeam posed with many of the children before cheering the basketball team on to a win. 
DiegoTorero gave the military families a warm welcome to USD as they entered the JCP. For many young attendees, Camo For Kids was their first live basketball game. 
By Cat Quirk 
Smiles adorned the faces of over 
400 children from military families 
as they filled the stands of the Jenny 
Craig Pavilion on Saturday, February 6 
for the men's basketball game against 
Santa Clara. For many of the kids, this 
game marked their first live sporting 
event. For parents, it offered an excit­
ing opportunity to enjoy a family out­
ing free of the stress of military life. It 
was the annual Camo For Kids event, 
hosted by USD Athletics and the San 
Diego Armed Services YMCA for the 
fourth year in a row. This partnership 
provided over 150 military families 
the opportunity to enjoy a free family 
outing of basketball, food and miliitary 
community bonding. 
San Diego is a renowned hub for 
military life and is home to numerous 
Navy and Marine facilities. The USD 
Athletic Department shows their sup­
port by offering free tickets for mili­
tary families and service men for many 
sporting events. An evening of basket­
ball and family bonding, all totally free, 
provides an afternoon of relaxation and 
family fun, which can sometimes be 
difficult to come by. 
All of the children present have 
one or both parents serving in the 
armed forces. Many have a parent who 
is currently deployed overseas. The 
San Diego Armed Services YMCA 
makes military life easier by offering 
free programs and social services for 
these families to make the day to day 
stresses that come along with reloca­
tion and deployment more managable. 
Whether it is a basketball excursion on 
a college campus like Camo for Kids, 
free holiday presents or free counsel­
ing, service members and their spouses 
are able to stress less and connect more 
with each other and their community. 
"We are honored to work with the 
Armed Services YMCA. This orga­
nization impacts the lives of military 
families here in San Diego and hope­
fully our involvement with Camo for 
Kids continues to play a positive role," 
said Associate Athletic Director Steve 
Becvar who helped coordinate the 
event. 
This year, there was a record num­
ber of families eager to participate. 
Participation increased by 200 people 
this year, showing the continued suc­
cess and popularity of the event. USD 
Athletics generously donates t-shirts, 
staff time and obtains sponsors for the 
freebies given to the families. 
"Every year, the game that we 
select for Camo for Kids ends up sur­
passing our expectations in terms of 
the number of families that attend," 
said Becvar. "We are grateful to...the 
sponsors that align with us to make this 
event happen." 
On Saturday, families were enthu­
siastically greeted by the Toreros mas­
cot, Diego, who offered high-fives and 
posed for photo ops with many of the 
children. The participants then received 
free USD men's basketball t-shirts to 
show their spirit in the stands. It was a 
flood of white and blue as the families 
sported their shirts and made their way 
into the JCP to enjoy free Jersey Mike's 
subs, snacks, and drinks. 
Before the game began, members 
of the Torero Girls spirit team came out 
to pose for pictures and greet the fans. 
The young girls and boys waited to 
pose for pictures with them before they 
headed back down to the court to cheer 
on the basketball team. 
"It was so awesome to get to talk 
with the kids and see how excited they 
were to be at the game. They were so 
adorable and sweet," said sophomore 
and Torero Girl Julia Sutton. 
The game kicked off with an ASY 
family leading the pledge of allegiance 
on the court. James Edmond, a Navy 
Senior Chief, and Jessica Edmond, a 
Navy chief, were accompanied by their 
4 children—including their 18 month 
old twin boys. Close to 800 Camo for 
•Kids participants watched as USD took 
on the Santa Clara Broncos. 
For parents, this excursion not 
only offered an easy break, it was also 
an opportunity to expose their young­
sters to higher education. Parents ex­
pressed their excitement to take their 
children to a sporting event, but also so 
show them a glimpse of what college 
life is all about. Being a part of the at­
mosphere and visiting the USD campus 
for the first time was just another plus 
for the kids. Volunteers from the USD 
Alumni Association were eager to help 
and enthusiastically greeted their fami­
lies and direct them around USD. To 
them, many of the children and teenag­
ers who attended have the potential to 
be future Toreros. 
With so many Navy and Marine 
Corps facilities in the San Diego com­
munity, there is no shortage of local 
programs geared toward reaching out 
to those who serve our country. Moth­
ers like Dawn Burge, who celebrated 
her youngest son's tenth birthday by 
attending the game, expressed their 
thanks to USD, the San Diego Armed 
Services YMCA and Jersey Mike's. 
Together, they succeeded for the fourth 
year in a row in bringing these families 
together for an enjoyable afternoon. 
